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KIA Open de Ecuador presentado por Diners Club
Quito Tenis & Golf Club | Quito, Ecuador | May 21-24, 2026

First-Round Notes - May 21, 2026

Weather: Mostly cloudy with storms developing late. High of 73. Wind NNE at 5-10 mph.
Golf Course: Par 72 /7,412 yards
Resources: Full Leaderboard | PGATOUR Media Site

The first round was suspended due to lightning at 3:51 p.m. local time. Play will resume Friday at
6:45 a.m. and second-round tee times are delayed one hour.

Pos. | Player Score
1 Thomas Ponder (USA) 64 (-8)
2 Jake Sollon (USA) 65 (-7)

T3 | Six players 66 (-6)

Before the suspension of play Thursday due to weather, Thomas Ponder (Dothan, Alabama)carded
an 8-under 64 at Quito Tenis & Golf Club to take a one-stroke lead at the KIA Open de Ecuador
presentado por Diners Club in Quito, Ecuador.

Ponder is a third-year pro from the University of Alabama, and he finished No. 35 (2025) and No. 36
(2024) on the PGA TOUR Americas Points List the last two seasons. This year, he’s currently No. 9
on the points list and with top-10s in his last two starts — T6 at the 94 Abierto del Centro Zurich
presentado por Personal and T10 last week at the Diners Club Peru Open.

A pair of Ecuadorians making their pro debuts — 25-year-old Felipe Garcés and 22-year-old Renato
Naula - both carded rounds of 5-under 67 and are T9 to start the fourth event of the PGA TOUR
Americas season.

Garcés won the South American Amateur in 2024 and 2026, and his round was highlighted by a
hole-in-one with an 8-iron on the 200-yard, par-3 6th hole. He previously competed in this event
twice as an amateur, finishing T19in 2025 and T27 in 2024.

Naula just completed a four-year collegiate career at the University of San Francisco (2022-26),
closing with a T12 finish at the West Coast Conference Championship. He competed in the Latin
America Amateur Championship five times, with his best finish being T9 earlier this year in Peru.
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Making his PGA TOUR Americas debut this week is Canadian amateur Dayton Price, who was one
of two survivors of a tragic auto collision that took the lives of his coach and six teammates four
years ago when he was a member of the University of the Southwest golf team.

Price teed off at 1:06 p.m. local time Thursday, and he and the rest of the field will resume their first
rounds at 6:45 a.m. Friday.

About PGA TOUR Americas

PGA TOUR Americas identifies and prepares the game’s future stars as players compete to earn
membership on the Korn Ferry Tour and eventually the PGA TOUR. The 2026 schedule consists of
15 events in nine countries, and the season culminates in October with the PGA Oceans 4 Tour
Championship presented by Scotiabank, where the top 10 players on the season-long points list
earn Korn Ferry Tour membership the following season.

Since the inaugural PGA TOUR Americas season in 2024, Johnny Keefer (2024) and Michael

Brennan (2025) have finished No. 1 on the PGA TOUR Americas Points List, and both players
earned their PGA TOUR cards for the 2026 season.

@PGATOU RAmericas

Media Contacts:

Gregory Villalobos (on-site)
Media Official - PGA TOUR Pathways
GregoryVillalobos@pgatourmail.com

Chris Richards (remote)
Director, Communications - PGA TOUR Pathways
ChrisRichards@pgatourhg.com
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